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Orientation & Mobility Severity Rating Scale
Professional Judgment Factors 
On occasion the professional judgment of the Certified Orientation & Mobility Specialist can 
influence the selection of a service delivery model that has been determined by the Severity 
Rating. The selection of one or more of the Professional Judgment Factors on the O&M Severity 
Summary may be used to place a student at a higher or lower level frequency of service delivery 
than indicated by the Severity Rating alone. 
The use of the Professional Judgment Factors may be necessary when it appears that the 
frequency of service delivery indicated by the Severity Rating does not reflect the true needs of 
the visually impaired student. Based upon the professional judgment of the Certified Orientation 
& Mobility Specialist, all factors which influence the modification of the frequency of service 
delivery should be marked. 
The following factors are to be considered: 
1. Posture, gait and motor development 
2. Physical or cognitive disabilities 
3. The nature of eye disease/condition 
4. Transition to a new school, neighborhood, worksite, etc. 
5. Recent vision loss 
6. New, hazardous, complex, or difficult environment 
7. Potential for independence 
8. Age of onset of blindness 
9. Maturity and motivation 
10. Parental concern/input 
11. Travel time needed to transport student to area of instruction 
12. Other (explain).
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