


PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS LETTER
Date:  
Student’s Name: 
Address:                  



Dear  
The enclosed Procedural Safeguards Notice describes your rights and the procedures that safeguard your rights under state and federal special education law, including the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, commonly referred to as "IDEA 2004”.  These laws and regulations require school districts to provide a free appropriate public education (FAPE) to all students with disabilities who are in need of special education.   A free appropriate public education, or FAPE, means special education and related services designed to meet the individual educational needs of your child provided, at no cost to you, in conformity with your child’s Individualized Education Program (IEP).

The information contained in this Procedural Safeguards Notice is important to you and your child.  Please take time to review it.  While we have attempted to consolidate a great deal of information into a readable format, we recognize that the information can be cumbersome.  If you need clarification, you can seek help from personnel in your school district.  You also have the right to be informed of organizations that are established to assist parents in understanding their rights under these laws.  Some of these resources are listed below and also contained in the Procedural Safeguards Notice.

If you have a concern about your child's educational program, you may wish to contact your child's teachers, principal, or district administrators.  This type of communication is often helpful in resolving concerns.  

You also have the right under federal law to file a complaint with the Pennsylvania Department of Education and/or to initiate due process procedures as described in Section VI of this Procedural Safeguards Notice. 









Sincerely,




[Name and Title]

LOCAL RESOURCES FOR PARENTS*

*Additional Resources are listed on the Procedural Safeguard Notice.

If you have a child with mental retardation and/or emotional disturbance, he/she is entitled under the Pennsylvania Mental Health and Mental Retardation Act of 1966 and the Pennsylvania Mental Health Procedures Act of 1976 to the services of a local Mental Health/Mental Retardation (MH/MR) Center for an independent medical, psychological, and educational evaluation to be performed by a state-certified professional at no cost to you.


NAME/ADDRESS/PHONE NUMBER OF MH/MR BASE SERVICE UNIT:

FAYETTE COUNTY:




GREENE COUNTY:



Fayette County Behavioral Health Administration

Greene County Mental Health



215 Jacob Murphy Lane




190 Bonar Avenue



Uniontown, PA  15401




Waynesburg, PA  15370


724-430-1370





724-627-8156


www.FCBHA.org






WASHINGTON COUNTY:



MON VALLEY:

Washington County Behavioral Health & 


SPHS Behavioral Health

Developmental Services




301 Donner Avenue
100 West Beau Street, Suite 302



Suite 102



Washington, PA  15301




Monessen, PA  15062

724-228-6832





724-684-6489

www.co.washington.pa.us/index.aspx?nid=155

www.sphs.org

LOCAL CHAPTER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATION FOR RETARDED CITIZENS (ARC):

FAYETTE COUNTY:

GREENE COUNTY:

WASHINGTON COUNTY:
The ARC of Fayette County
Greene ARC, Incorporated
The ARC of Washington County
80 Old New Salem Road
197 Dunn Station Road

Meadow Pointe Building
Uniontown, PA  15401

Prosperity, PA  15329

470 Johnson Road, Suite 200



724-438-9042


724-627-5511


Washington, PA  15301 
www.arcfayette.org

www.greenearc.org

724-745-3010

www.archumanservices.org

SOUTHWESTERN REGIONAL LOCAL TASK FORCE 1:

Local Task Force

One Intermediate Unit Dr.
Coal Center, PA  15423

724-938-3241
The Local Task Force (LTF) is a committee of concerned persons, parents, educators and agencies that serve and advocate for students with disabilities, and which monitor the special education program of school districts in the Fayette, Greene and Washington counties.

A major purpose of the task force is to propose recommendations that will improve, strengthen and, when necessary, expand services for exceptional pupils.  The Local Task Force also provides information and networking between its members and community.


LEGAL ASSISTANCE

EDUCATION LAW CENTER OF PA

EDUCATION LAW CENTER OF PA

The Philadelphia Building


Law and Finance Building

1315 Walnut Street, 4th Floor


429 Fourth Avenue
Philadelphia, PA  19107-4717


Suite 702

215-238-6970
Phone)



Pittsburgh, PA  15219

215-772-3125
(Fax)



412-258-2120
(Phone)

215-789-2498
(TTY)



412-391-4496
(Fax)


www.elc-pa.org




412-467-8940
(TTY)







www.elc-pa.org

MISSION EMPOWER



PENNSYLVANIA BAR ASSOCIATION

1611 Peach Street, Suite #120


100 South Street

Erie, PA  16501




PO Box 186

814-825-0788

 


Harrisburg, PA  17101

1-844-370-1529




800-932-0311

www.missionempower.org


www.pabar.org
PENNSYLVANIA BAR ASSOCIATION 

WESTERN PA OFFICE
Heinz 57 Center
339 Sixth Ave., Suite 760
Pittsburgh, PA  15222
412-914-8840

www.pabar.org
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